





The UFO world really exists to fulfill
the needs of three different kinds of people.

Firstly.the ones who enjoy running
things. To them solving UFOlogy is secondary
to the fun of organising groups.conferences
and magazines. Mothing wrong with that. All
subjects need this kind of person to
survive.Most UFO groups are ran by them. The
danger comes when they control the direction
that the subject takes,for then it ends up being
run largely to maintain the status quo.Afler
all.progress leads to resolution and that will
put these people out of a job. So they have a
built in subconscious motive to make sure we
go nowhere particularly fast,

The second category is by far the
largest. These are people who are interested in
UFOs but are not especially motivated to do
very much about it. UFO membership groups
only survive by virtue of subscriptions from
hundreds of such folk. Ofien they join.stay a
couple of vears,then move on to somecthing
else. UFOlogy is not a lifelong passion.but
they enjoy reading what is going on. Mostly
these enthusiasts are atiracted to UFClogy by
its media image of X-Files conspiracies and
alien abduction scenarios. More sedate
UFOlogy switches them off. Once they see
these conspiracy theories lead nowhere except
to more conspiracy theores.then they often
drit away. UFO pgroups need these
people,but.lets face itthey are never going fo
take us very far towards the truth.

Why7Because,on the chance (and it is
just a chance) that they are right and the UFO
world is the product of alien and government
conspiracies,we are so far out of our depth we
are like flies buzzing round an elepham - a
nuisance,but ultimately harmless. And.on the
rather better chance, that UFOlogy has more to
do with other things (like physical sciences,
parapsychology, consciousness phenomena,
etc) then these UFOlogists are really only a
distraction to oursclves.

Then_finally there are the handful of
truly dedicated UFOlogists. The ones to whom
answers really count - and what does not
matter is the form that these answers take. To
know if you are one of these people then
answer the following questions honestly.

If it were proven tomorrow that
UFOs had absolurely nothing to do with afiens
visiting earth,would you still be interested?

If it were proven lomorrow that
UFOs  were simply  some kind of
natural,scientific  enigma,unresolved.but  of
primary  interest to  phwsicists  or
psvchologists, would vou remain a UFOlogist?
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In other words.if it is the truth about
UFOs that matlers lo yvou - however.exotic or
mundanc that truth may prove to be.then you
are one of the few. UFOlogy is a lifclong
obsession that will never go away. But I doubt
that there are more than 100 such people in
the whole of the UK - although | may be
pleasantly surprised if we had some way to
resolve that question.

Okay - but so what.you may ask? So
cvervthing,in fact. The problem is that
UFOlogy aticmpts to be all things to all three
groups of people and - [ contend - this is not
only a terrible waste of resources but is
ultimately doomed to take us round in circles.

A UFO group works on the principle
that it can cater for all If it has 10O
members,then a half dozen or so will be of the
organising type who will fll most of the
buweacracy that it will create (the complexities
of UFO bureaucracy - with directors of this
that and evervthing - is evidence in itself of
this ethos at work). It will aiso have perhaps a
dozen or more truly dedicated UFOlogists.
The rest - three quarters of the group - are
there to read the magazineaticnd the
conferences and provide the money that allows
the group io produce the magazine and invite
big American speakers to the next conference,

What about UFOlogy? What about
research and investigation? What about
making any actual progress? This cnds up last
on the list of priorities,which tends to mean
virtually none of it gets done, Surethe odd
case is investigated. Sure,some dedicated
person will fiddle with a computer and 'do
research’. But what does it bring? A paper at
next years conference - thats about it,

A good example is UFO Call, In 1989
when BUFORA council set this up (thanks to
Mike Wootten) I gave up a service 1 was
already running in the north-west.from which
bigger things may have grown. [ have now
written and presented almost 350 editions of
the news and information service (for which |
dont get paid and am not interested in being
paid). But BUFORA scoops quite a lot of
money from this pot. Your calls (at quite
expensive maics) have brought in duning the
past two years sums of money to the group not
far behind their membership fees. [ estimate
£20,000 in the past 3 - 4 years and certainly
(according to figures in the current AGM
staterment) £12,.500 in the past two ycars. |
expected somcthing similaralthough [ only
create.write and present the service and am
not on council s0 am nol told what it makes or
have a say in how that fortune is spent,



And dont forgetto most of us, £6000
per year IS a fortune, bearing in mind it is all
ncw moncy which the group docs not need in
order (0 survive. It could be - and should be -
properly invested into doing real UFClogy. Is
that what is happening? Not so far as [ can see
- althoughof course.no longer being on
council means | have oo rcal idca what
BUFORA is acwually doing with this windfall,

Now,even though il may seem here as
if | am geuing at BUFORA once again. l'm
not. If I were then [ would not stll be doing
UFO Call,would 17 BUFORA is the best group
in Britain 0 use this money properly,but |
think it only right that - now we know the
sums involved - we should ask as a UFO
community that we have some say in how this
moncy should be spent.So why not write and
offer your suggestions - both 1o me (which I'l
print) and to BUFORA council (which I hope
they will take scriously and debate).

Indeedin my ‘ccosored web  silc
paper (when I was just guessing the income
for the last two years - and it was really 50%
more than thatl) | actually proposed that
BUFORA show some initiative and leadership
and call an all-Britain congress of interested
UFOlogists and UFO groups to discuss the
future of UFOlogy and to consider wise things
to do with this newly created wealth. As
BUFORA would have run the show [ am
baflled as to why this was regarded as a
treacherous iden. Sadly,it seems that it was.

The outcome? No conclave was set up
and no obvious sign that the UFO Call ‘lottery
win' has been utilised 1o fund any kind of new
initiative or actual progress in the UFO field
beyond what has happened before, [ find that a
shame,which could so easily be put right.

| suspect this lethargy is not because
anyone is spiriting the moncy away into their
pockets,or because BUFORA want 1o use it to
creiale a more glossy magazing or o invite
more US speakers over ai considerable
expense next year. That would be abuse of an
asset and | have more faith in BUFORAs
common sense than o think that,

So.surely,it is not unreasonable for us
to ask where the money is going or,indeed 10
expect the UFO community to have some say
in what we all do with it? Afier all.many of
those who call (and so fund) the service are
not BUFORA. members,but are obviously UFOQ
enthusiasts. 1 thiok this is a decision that
BUFORA could um over to the whole UFO
communily without losing any of IS
independence and certainly gain considerable
lkudos by so doing.
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However,this issue of how (o spend
E6000 per year is a sympiom of the wider
problem.UFOlogy - and here not just
BUFORA,but all of us - are trying to do too
many things.often in competition,when we
should surcly specialise more,

As [ sce itthere will always be (and
should always be) local groups oa the ground
to handle the PR and investigation within
communities. They are very cllective wiys for
those who love organising to do their thing.

There are also excellent outlets for
the enthusiasts - ¢g 'UFQ’ magazine being a
case in point,shamelessly aimed at this end of
the market and publishing only what it knows
will sell and ignoring aspects of UFOlogy with
which its readership would not be interested.

Yet our national UFO groups (not
just BUFORA - but | kecp mentioning them
because its our biggest and best and thus our
one real hope) dont leamn this lesson. They go
for more members,iry 10 make their magazine
all embracing and stage annual conferences
and lectures with the same set of lecturers
preaching to an audience that contains 50%
regulars who have heard it all before and 50%
newcomers who haven'tbut wont be around
two years from now when the speaker is next
on the programme.Somewhere along the line
we have lost the point of a UFO group existing
and we have lost all reason for these
conferences,save 10 act as social forums, get
your names in the papers and make yet more
money (1o not do any real UFOlogy with)

What should be the point of a UFO
group? Surely o investigaie and research the
UFO mystery with a view (0 making progress
towards actually solving the questions we
face?

What should be the point of a UFO
conference? Surely 0 debate  new
evidence,decide how (o use this to make
progress and planconduct and then report
back on real UFO investigation and research
work?

[ argue that neither function is really
being fulfilled by any UFQ group or any
conference that is presently being staged in the
UK (or many other places frankly). That has
to change if we are to go anywhere at all.

So what can we do? Firsuly, we might
creale a UFO Rescarch Institute. This would
exist solely to conduct and promote serious
research projects (which might include in-
depth studies into important cases). This need
not be done in such a way as to cither produce
a massive new bureaucracy nor to form a rival
ETOUp 10 Any in present existence.



Indeed.as | visualise it.the Instituic
would in cffect be a 'professional’ UFOlogists
forum as an adjunct and it could be supported
by all existing groups.

What [ suggest is this. That UFO
groups be invited to ask their members io
consider a two-tier structure. Il they wish to
join either a local or a national group and
simply participate in thatthen they pay the
standard rate for that group. If - in addition -
they wish lo pav.let us sav,an extra £10 pa.this
would qualify them for membership of the
Institute. ANl of that extra £10 goes into the
Institute’s funds, Individuals not part of any
group could become an Institute member
directly.

This gives Mexibility to individuals
and also retains full autonomy for all groups.
More importantly,it means (hat those
UFOlogists who support the aims of the
Institute know that their extra £10 will not be
used in any way other than to fund rescarch -
ie it will not become absorbedas will their
group membership fee.in the monies required
to run that groups overheads and to maintain
elements such as magazines and conferences.

The Institute would.] suggest.operate
rather like the UN. All groups who annually
'donate’ memberships via this system would be
eligible to 'chair' a mecting in rotation. This
could function on the basis of the largest
representative group having first choice,and so
on as each meeting came around. That group
would be responsible for arranging a
venue,inviting all Institute members and
nominating the chairperson for that
meeting This would avoid the need for the
Institute to have any group structure and to
waste any of ils income on non relevant
expenditure.

Every member of the Instituie would
be an equal say partner. At meetings they
would have one vote, just like anvbody else.and
majority decisions would decide issues,

Let us say that the Institute attracted
100 members once established That would
give a pool of E1000 pa.According to the
greatest number of UFO group membership
donations (and thats quite likely to be - but not
certain to be - BUFORAI would have
thought) that group would take on the chair
responsibility for the first mecting. This
meeting would set up the Institute regulations
and determine priorities to allocate funds from
the £1000. These shouldof course.be very
specifically focused in terms of worthwhile
and positive research ventures which nobody
is doing right now and which will aid progress
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Ideallv,l would envisage more moncy
being available. Groups may.for cxample,
choose to domate o the fund Successful
enterprises (eg UFO Callbooks by authors
that do well. magazines that make a profitetc)
might also support the scheme. It is also
possible to see the Institute publishing its work
in an annual book length format / or
producing specials on rescarch projects and
case histories - all by the original
researchers.but with the profit going straight
into the funds, In this way things could start to
happen fasL

What about conferences? UFO groups
will continue to fulfill the need for the lecture
based pet togethersjust as they will serve
membership nceds as at present. What the
Institule should set out to do - at least once a
year - is organisc something new - a working
seminar type conference.

These would be small scale (ie
probably aimed at only 20 - 50 people.but not
closed to anvone). However_they would very
definitely not be intended as public meetings
and the media would not be invited They
would be funded entirely by those who attend
and their purpose would be very clearly
research orentated. They would be designed
in such a way as we would be able to invite
working scientists to participate.knowing that
they will not have lo confrom UFQ buffs
wearing 'l luv the Greys' T-shins.find stalls
marketing model aliens and have to dodge the
cameras or reporters asking inane questions
like - whats a phvsicist like vou doing here
with all these nuiters?

Each seminar would set out to
address a specific question. For instance,we
could have onc based on earth encrgy
theories.or  vehicle interference  cases.or
retrieval of pgovernment  documents.
Participants will be invited beforehand to
present original research based around a series
of pre-defined questions that need answering,
Outsiders with relevant background would be
invited to contribute. At the start of the
seminar an agenda For working parties would
be set up and by the end of the seminar
specific proposals for new research would be
presented. These would then be built vpon by
the Institute in the months and yvears to come.

These are at present very rudimentary
ideas. I am sure that you will have sugpestions
- even if only that this whole concept could
never work. Please pass on vour views and I'Tl
publish them. In a year we will face the 50th
anniversary of the UFO feld. Radical new
sieps are needed. We cannot just stand still,



News Round Up:

For those who (hought the New
UFQlogast was a thing of the past [ was
pleased 1o see Issue 4 appear recently, lis the
besi yet.thanks 1o the hard work of Joe Dormer
and Paul Fuller, A nice Albert Budden/Danny
Sullivan cover 100. The contents includes Dr
Serena Roney-Dougal updating her research
linking UFOs with the Pineal gland Albert
Budden discussing some expenmential work
into  magnetic felds.an  interview  with
Vicenie-Juan Ballester Olmos  about  the
conlent of the released Spanish Air Force UFO
files and a fair bit more as well. Subscription
for 4 issucs costs £8 via 3 Sclbome Coun
Tavistock Close Romsey Hanis SO51 7TY

3 What with the above and Andy
Roberts association with BUFORAs ‘UFO
Times' making a sigmficant difference to the
quality of this fast improving in house
publication things are certainly looking up in
the UFO magazine world What is more we
have a rash of journals on the ncwsstands as
well, In the bad old days (it seems like last
week) you would have been hard pressed to
find even that oldbw ever [ascinating,
ETH/conspiracy stalwant 'UFQ' magazine in
oo many places. Now cven backwater
newsagents are selling it [t has also been
joined by a flood of imitators. ‘Encounters’
was the firstbut it has suruggled to mainiain
any kind of quality and suffers badly from
seeming lo import most of its content off the
Internet  screens - with  often  dubious
consequences. You can find this alongside the
mystical Vexus® (now available far and wide)
and,of course,the irrepressible quirky 'Fortean
Times’ which went monthly in April and has
UFO content in virmually every issue. These
were joined in the Spring by 'UFO Reality' - a
new age/Warminsier revisited mag that is like
a crop circle groupies version of UFOlogy. 1
cannol imagine there is space for all of these
to survivebut | don't se¢ the newcomers
denting "UFO' and 'Foriean Times' with their
long background in the subject injecting Lhe
kind of astute awareness and sheer knowledge
of whats what that the imitators simply cannot
mutch as yet.

That said.a new hope flared in late
May with issu¢ one of & monthly vemure
called 'Sightings’. I've had long chats with its
editor (Mark Smith) and he knows his onions.
Whilst a business mannot especially a
UFOlogist.be saw what was ‘wrong' with all
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the other would-be newsstand journals and
planned a serious hard nosed version. This
just may be the publication to give the oldies a
run for their money. Its aim is lo focus on
quality,to involve real UFOlogisis,to mun
proper series and be high quality glossy in
formar with full colour t(hroughout Few
newcomers would be openly hostile to the
Roswell footage because of danger 1o the
credibility of the UFQ field or plan an
educauve seriecs on [FOs. ‘Siphtings’ is
promising to become the sort of magazine
you'll want to buy for its common sense but
not feel ashamed of possessing One well worth
support lo ensure that it fulfills ils impressive
ambitions - which may not be casy 1o maich
with the realities of what high street buyers
want out of a UFO magazine, At the momeni
its around in mosi newsgenis and issue 2 came
out laie June. The standards were maintained
and it has my full backing. Give it yours,

= Andy Collins sends us his lawest
newsletter. Undersiandably irate at the lack of
enthusiasm shown for his brave and dynamic
Orgone research he has abandoned attempts to
progress (his further and has few kind words
lo say about the dogmaused views of many
people in the feld Howeverhis other
researches go on - including a plan to wrn his
*Black Alchemist' book into a TV seres that
would make the X Files look like Noddy (his
wordsl). He also announces plans for this
years Questing Conlference (see back page).

e Andy's very own ABC Books (no
glmm.u:it as his initials really are ABCI) has
its Spring catalogue out. [lis packed with
bargain offers and rare second hand titles.
Send an AS SAE to ABC Books PO Box 189
Leigh on Sea Essex 559 INF

% Midnight Books has its Spring wares
on show in ils own 44 page caalogue - full of
both second hand and new titles. Getting hold
of copies of rare and out of print paranormal
titles in this way is becoming increasingly
popular and I'd warmly recommend both the
ABC and Midnight collections as very well
worth your time. Midnight also require an AS
SAE via The Mount Ascerion Rd
Sidmouth Devon EXI10 9BT. You can phone
(9109 Mon 10 Sat) on 01395 - 51546

i Earth Scannew on the Science
Fiction channel is sceking fOrsi-hand stories
told by UFO witnesses to camera.Contact
Simon Oakley PO Box 2193 London W1A US



BUFORA Changes

What goes around.comes around they
do say. So it was interesting to learn in  June
that Philip Mantle.after ensuring that [ left
BUFORA council and taking over my long
held role as Director of Investigations in
December 1993, has now found himself having
to divest this job and other BUFORA
responsibilities. | understand Mr  Mantle
intends to stay on council. Indeed later word
(from council's chosen replacement as
Director of Investigations) is that his actual
departure may nol lake effect immediately.

Personal pressure reporiedly brought
about this enforced switchbut hopefully
BUFORA will tell members the fuller
background to what is one of the saddest days
in British UFOlogy for some time. Philip's
many friends will want to know the reasons
for this disappointing news and lets call on
BUFORA to explain all and not.as they have
in the pastignore the matter via UFO Times.
Such a prospective loss to this major
organisation cannot simply be allowed lo go
by unheralded.

The new Director of Tnvestigations is
- | gather - to be Gloria Dixonwho has my
total admiration and respect and [ am sure will
do a first class job. | wish her all Good luck in
what is certainly an ill-fated role - whenever it
is that she cventually takes on this mantle

of responsibility.
TELEVISUAL NIGHTMARE

As you will recall from the last issue
[ was invited during the summer of 1995 to
make a documentary for BBC television. If 1
had known then what [ know now,I am not
sure that T would have said yes quite so
readily. For it turned out to be a real
nightmare,which for weeks after its 11 April
1996 transmission seemed like it would never
end. Indeed the massive shellshock has been
partly responsible for the long gap between the
last NUN and this present issue.

1 think it instructive to tell the
background story because [ am sure that others
can learn from my experience. | also suspect it
explains a good deal about the problems that
UFOlogy faces today. So [ apologise for the
amount of covemge given over to these
matters, I will make uwp for it in FRature
editions,I promise and have added four extra
pages to this MUN to allow for this.
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The first time [ visited the vast BBC
complex to be loaded down with camera
equipment and cart it back by tube (no posh
expense account here} | had grand plans
about what | wanted to do. But the BBC were
rcally interested in an extension of their
successful "video diarics’ scries,where you film
evervthing from having breakfast to putting
the cal out and their edilors make a semi-
cgotistical film about your life,

I wanted to do some sort of real
documentary and had plans. Unfortunately,it
soon became apparent that what | did not have
was money, So | had to fight not to fill 29
minules with shots of me lecturing, going on
local radio.signing books (ad nauseum).

At first | was going lo make a
documentary about UFOlogy's reaction to the
Roswell film footage. However.the BBC were
worried about lawsuits if | was to scem in any
way critical of some potentially rich people. |
couldnt make a programme looking over my
shoulder and still recall the dav 1 told the
Manchester Evening News in a 40 minute
interview why I considered that the MJ-12
documents are - rather as is the Roswell
footage today - a threat to UFO credibility. |
dont know who created MJ12 but it was not a
UFOlogist and I just had to say what [ felt
about those files . So whalyou might think..
Unfortunately,so a year long lawsuit.

As | came lo read many bitter press
attacks on why [ was not critical enough in my
BBC-2 programme [ had cause lo think back
to that year of hell for being too critical. Some
media loud mouths who attacked my
programme probably neither knew.nor
cared.about such a fact,just as their awareness
of UFQ reality was equally feeble or biased.

In 1975 | part wrote a sober film for
BBC-2 (sharing time with 'Chickens' Lib"). It
was objective and pretty sceptical but rather
dull.Ne doubt its only chance of appearing on
TV today would be for an audience of
liberated chickens. So it was also frustrating
when the critics bemoaned the BBC for letting
an uncritical believer loose on television.

Lessons borne in mind, 1 persuaded
the BBC to let me make a programme asking
what the British MoD really knew about UFOs
- perhaps not the easiest task given our official
secrets act or my nil budgetl thought it was
possible to make an objective presentation that
would utilise documents on official records
whilst trying to come up with something that
had not been scen on TV before. 1 suspect it
was overly ambitious and unmindful of certain
TV realities but it was worth a shot.



Work on the programme as u finally
appcared really spanned from Chrstmas
onward and involved treks all over the UK 1o
film at Kew (the PRO - Public Record Office)
and to track down witnesses in Carlisle the
Yorkshire Moors.East Anglia and Kent. To be
honesi [ was unsure how this was going 10
come legether and my mothers sudden illness
let me struggling . ] had some say in the
editorial process,bul in effect the BBC fleshed
out my ideas with their choice of
footage,presenied it with 48 hours notice and
told me to wrile a voice-over script around
this.Then I had to run all of this by the big
boss - or department head - who proposed
various changes perhaps because the bigger
boss (head of BBC-2 Michael Jackson) had
asked to see what | was up to when he heard
that | was making a programme about UFOs
and (oh dearie me) the British governmena!

Some of the UFO press were
disappointied in the end because they filt |
olfered nothing new . This surprises me a linle
as ‘[ dont recall seeing the process of gleaning
Air Staff files from the PRO on TV before. |
also carefully chose the Jim Templeton photo
case because of its association with MIBs (a
subject not covered here on mainstream TV
cither). But the date (1964) was necessanly
old because it allowed me 1o scour the PRO
files for any data about the case.

Perhaps it is not appreciated that |
could not focus on any case post 1965 because
Britain has a 30 year rule governing release of
data . So [ would not have been able (o secure
any records that were more recent than that
Even sowe made new discovenies on the
Templeton case (eg the link with the
Australian missile launch).

The other case that | fleatured.the
Lakenheath/ Bentwalers affair from 1956,is
not ‘new’ ,of course.but I included il because it
showed that the MoD had major official
reports from its aircrew. Once again we had
made a significant breakthrough - finding the
crews of the two RAF jets scrambled on that
famous night,who agreed to appear on camera

So these two (hardly insignificant)
aspects to these cases were presented for the
first time anywhere at all to my knowledge.

Otherwise | had 1o somehow blend
together the history of MoD interest in UFOs,
- illustrating how files were missing from the
supposed public record - and then indicate that
there were clearly other locauons where these
files must therefore be. It was not as easy as it
sounds,but it was deliberately kept simple.
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The existence of Air Sl 2A is
acknowledged by the MoD and 15 supposedly
the be-all and end-all of their UFO study. But
we screened a 1987 file released with ns
distribution list ‘accidentally’ sull atached.
This proves that files go 1o two other locations
- the DSTI (Depamment of Scientific and
Technical Intelligence) and DI 55 (a defence
intelligence unit). Their records are NOT
being released through the 30 year rule onio
the PRO at Kew andwe might reasonably
infer,may be the secrel place where the best
British UFO data is residing - presumably
imune to realease to you or [ forever.

This was what [ tried to do in the
limited time that was available (o me. T can
honestly say it was a straighl attempt to let
viewers see that the British government have
collated data on UFOs for years have caused
key case files to vanish from the supposed
public record and that figures invelved in their
own collation process consider there 1o be a lot
maore to UFOlogy than the MoD ever let on.

I quite purposely avoided any atiempt
1o say what UFOs might be. The ETH was not
discussed. No oiher theories were mooted. The
point of the programme was that the MoD
took UFOs seriously enough to have (at least)
three deparimenis studying them and (o ensure
that no records at all get released for 30 years
and that the most important records (eg on the
Lakenheath/ Bentwaters affair) are nol even
released adler that. Whether UFOs be
hallucinauons, natural phenomena or
spaceships is quite irrelevant (o that argument.

I wanted people 1o sit up and ask
themselves why there was this response
and,more importantly,for the media to ask key
questions of politicians. Thats why it was
important o undersell the subject and focus on
documentation,not wild ideas or claims of a
huge conspiracy. | closed by arguing therc
scemed a cover-up of government ignorance
as to what was happening,not proiecting of a
massive guilly secret . I believe this to be true,

Yet none of us were prepaced for the
enormous media backlash that this mildly
conicnlious programme was (0 generaie. On
the upside it achieved ‘pick of the day' in
almost every national newspaper. On the
downside it provoked a ood of anicles from
the media who autacked the programme before
it went on air. Nor were these tabloid hacks.
They were some of the most influential
newspapers in Britain the ones read by the
politicians whose attitudes I hoped to change.

One of the most hostile was a full
page amicle from Simon Hoggan ia the



Guardian entitled 'Strange Voices'. 1t blasted
into the BBC and its series.focusing on my
programme because it had been chosen to lead
off the six week run., ‘Unintentionally very
funny' was a mild start. Words Mowed
afterward like "awful’, 'grisly’ and 'depressing’
My programme was ‘quite the screwiest'.even
though its competition was the likes of Uri
Geller trying to get Reading FC to win the cup
when they were almost relegated and a doctor
who lived half his lifc as a several thousand
year old dead surgeon,

Hopgartauthor of a book that
'exposes paranormal claims',used selective out
of context quoles.eg citing my conclusions
where 1 say 'l don't kmow what a UFO is.
Nobody knows' - before claiming that he does
know (they are all plapets.stars planes,
balloons. etc). Then adding "they are no more
likely to be space aliens than unsolved crimes
are to be caused by burglars from the planct
Xaxon' What this did not tell his readers.of
course.was that | had explained how 95% of
all sightings are really IFOs (in exactly the
lerms he claims) and that not once did [ even
suggest that the unsolved cases were 'space
aliens' from Xaxon or anywhere else.

He rants on:'MNothing stops her, She
quotes hearsay as il it were established fact,
‘When a document she wants exists.its prool. If
it doesn'Lits more proof.’ Then his wonderful
summary explains;'All she succeeds in doing
is establishing that odd things are seen in the
sky,the MoD would like to find out what they
all are.and sometimes it can't And the MoD is
notoriously secretive.’

Forgive me,but wasn't that precisely
what I did set out to establish? Hoggan
evidently thinks [ should have tried to prove
far more.because to his simplistic viewpoint
all UFOlogists have to believe that the aliens
have landed and are residing in Hangar 18.

We went out of our way to establish
things with evidence.not hearsav.and as for
the files. We found MoD documents and cited
them. If we did not find MoD documents that
clearly had to exist (cg the papers from which
the briefing file on Lakenheath/Bentwaters
had to be written or analyais report on the film
of the Woomera launch ,which was referenced
by,but not included in, the PRO records) then
surely it was reasonable to point that out?

How can it be somehow ridiculous to
show what is on the public record as well as
what that public record clearly indicates ought
to be there and vet which patently is not?

To close Hoggart calls my work ‘a
cymical attempt to cash in one the success of
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the X files' and ‘cheap.careless and dishonest’,
He adds that it would 'disgrace a downmarket
cable channel’ but on the BBC was 'shameful’,

Of course,] tried to fight back. The
BBC took legal advicethinking the word
‘dishonest’ may be libellous of them.The irony
of what happened (o me and the Manchester
Evening News was nol lost when their lawver
termed the above to be just “fair comment’.

With the BBC cven declining to scnd
a letter to the ‘Guardian' | submitted my own,
It was quite short but predictably ignored,
When [ chased them the paper said they had
no duty to give me reply and one article was
enough. But the very next day they published
a second critical piece about my programumel.

That second article was by Catherine
Bennett - a name [ knew well as she had some
months earlier approached me for an
interview for her own three-part TV serics on
the paranormal. | had agreed.only to face a
bombardment of questions,the gist of which
was "why do you con readers in your books'.

1 disputed as best | could,but had not
been prepared for anv specific instances.
When [ later checked them out] found that |
had written nothing like what she had
suggested So | politely requested a new
interview or 1o vel her comments for accuracy
before her film appeared. Her producers said
no,so [ made it clear in return that I would not
accepl  any  misrepresentation, Guess
what,weeks passed and this series 'Strange
Days’' was scheduled (without fanfare) for late
at night on BBC-2 in mid June. [ got a cun
letter advising that my interview had been cut
as now being superfluous to the programme.

In her Guardian attack Bennett
blasted not just my documentary but all
paranormal TV shows like Strange but True?.
She spoke of how myself and other
‘enthusiasts’ had been 'alloted thirty minutes to
promulgate mumbo jumbo...undisturbed by
sceptics,scientists or anyone else who might
spoil the feast of superstitious speculation'

Leaving aside my major quibble as to
how the presentation of hard evidence (via
witness interviews, PRO documenis and on the
record comment by MoD sources) qualifies as
'speculation’ she then launches into me in
rather the way she did in her aborted iterview
and tells readers that.whilst | am billed by the
BBC as a UFOlogist [ have 'previously applied
detective skills 1o pollergeists. precognition,
time travel.. .and a washing machine which
mysteriously sucked energy from a housewife.'

There were days of stuff like this and
not once did the media sources responsible



give me the courtesy of a reply.even 10 say no.
They just ignored every attempt | made to
respond to this siil .So much for fair play.

Hardly any mainsiream  highbrow
paper failed to anack what 1 did in oddly
similar  terms. Thomas Suiclilfc in the
Independent, for instance, forgenting that on the
programme | clearly staied that [ did not see a
conspirncy in the MoD.just a cover up of
ignorance,spoke of the ‘malleable logic of
UFO devotees' and how 'government secrecy is
never a simple matier of bureaucratic reflex
always evidence of a conspiracy’ .

This same "broadcasting wniter of the
year' also had a nasty,personal attack on one
of the UFOlogists who gave his time in my
programme, which | wont dignify by repeating.
SulTice it to say that when journalists resor lo
facuics like that you just know you have got
facts which they want io avoid dealinmg with.

Mind you,thats nothing,according to
yet another loudmouth reviewer, [ was a typical
UFOlogist who looks the part so as o 'imbue
her obsession with a spurious scientific edge’ -
- ie "a plump woman from the Wirral (ch?) in
early middle age.the insane shapelessness of
her hair and zealotry in her face give her the
aura of a bit player in the X Files'

Acmuaily, this was from a good review
(in the London Standard) in which the wnier
added ‘Given a camera crew (er - no) @ uny
budget and access 1o archive fooluge Miss
Randles raised enough questions about UFOs
o create a stale of suspended disbeliel that
survived the closing utles by several minutes.’

Indeed. it was very interesting (o nole
that all the zealotry (lo use that word) came
from the highbrow nationals,who acted like
zombies in unison chanting Dalek fashion -
"this programme is credulous irash',whilst
many of the major provincial papers were far
more positive. Indeed.the fact that they saw
exaclly what the programme sct out lo do
makes you wonder rather about the motives of
those nationals.

L would be ecasy 10 see an
orchestrated campaign 0 smash the
programme’s credibility,but  that would be
paranoid. Yet this barrage of storics by so
many prominent newspapers effectively
ensured that no influenual sources tuned in,as
they were all brainwashed beforchand inio
expecting a ludicrous attempt to show that
John Major keeps a marian up his jumper.

Ironically it did not siop many other
people viewing. The progamme got .3
million viewers.appararently a record for this
department of the BBC and putting it in the
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iop five progrmmmes on BBC-2 ithat week
beaung 'Star Trek;The MNext Generalion' and
‘Murder 1°, This was pearly twice what any
other programme in the series got. | say this
not in any egocentric way,but simply to show
the pulling power of UFOs these days and 1o
illustrate that there are many people so
fascinated that you might almost expect there
lo be a faction in authonty which would be
worried by a programme on this topic.

It may well be relevant that ex MoD
man Nick Pope had his book published two
months later and the MoD could have feared
that a combination of my documentary leading
into his onslaught would have seen pertinent
questions asked of their UFO policy. But
whether they would consider - or would be
capable - of somehow manipulating press
opinion in such an overwhelming ude of
negativity is a rather different matter,

Perhaps | was just unlucky and
caught the backlash for all the recent pop TV
on the paranormal;although why my
ynassuming effort (which made no wild
claims and ignored alien bases.abductions,eic)
should kick up such a mega media storm is a
bit of a riddle. The BBC and [ expected it o
be oo down 10 carth 0 have had much of an
impact. What happened was a big shock.
no signs of abating. Even weeks afler the
programme the Daily Mail feared an
amazing tale,

On 24 April they claimed 'UFOs a
Night of fancy says MoD'This headline
inroduced a  piece by their defence
correspondant  which cited my programme
(quite ndiculously) as having revealed key
lacts wia 'an unnamed MoD source' (who
was,in fact, quite clear on screen and named
on cameral) . They added that in response the
MoD had now publicly announced it had ‘no
cvidence which might substantiate the
existence of (UFOs). They funher alleged
that an "MoD insider' (whom they did not
name) had told the paper on 23 April that the
MoD had ordered a statement of this sort 1o be
published in an RAF magazine 10 go on open
sale 'in a bid to quell public interest which had
escalated since the broadcast’.

The Mail continued that the MoD
had 'denied the existence of an official UFO
investigation urut' and that Air Siall 2A was
low key and secretanial only. Which isof
course,quitc probably comect - bulLas my
programme had shown,none of (he imporant
case records appear 1o be on the Air Staff 2A
files anyway - s0 il is hardly relevantl



These key cases are all s the non
existent other deparuments which 1the MoD are
clearly sending reportis o - as their
distrubition list that I aired does prove. Do
they do so at the waste of tax payers money, if
such depanments dont even exist?

We can puess who the Mail's MoD
insider might be,but interestingly once again
the paper refused to publish anything from me
and would not even correct the scrious errors
their article included.

| do not just mean their false claim
that my MoD source was unnamed nor the
way they played right imto the MoDs hands by
harping on about Air Staff 2A (when | think
the thing that really got the wind up the
British government about my film was the
public proof that the real investigation goes on
eisewhere). I was more bothered by their
amazing claims as 1o what the MoD said when
denying UFOs - because [ traced the MoD
article the day before from which the Mail's
piece was writien . It is utterly different.

In this piece the MoD admit o being
‘open minded' about the exisicnce of alicns.
The 'no evidence which might substantiaic’
quote comes specifically about ETs - and not
about UFOs themselves {not what the Daily
Mail imply). Moreover.far from denying there
are any UFOs the MoD swatement aciually
saysil is quite common for a sighting
remain unexplained' - virtually the opposite of
what the Mail suggest to thetr readers! So why
refuse (o put this glaring set of misquotes
right? Even UFOlogy's friends in the press
here seem to have big questions lo answer.

Howevereven  legitimate  press
attacks like these do not seem to have been
enough for someone out there determined 1o
desiroy what liule good my programme
did For a serics of dinty,underhand tricks were
set in motion which shook even me.

Hours before transmission,the BBC
received a call. It did not go to the department
I was working for. [t went to their finance
office. The BBC were politely urged 1o
consider disassociating [rom me or even
scrapping the programme. Why? Because,this
source claimed.she just thought the BBC
ought to know that | was the subject of a major
fraud investigation involving large sums of
unpaid nauonal insurance contributions and |
had been on the run from the government for
years.

Absurd as this astonishing claim is.of
course -thankfully rejected by the BBC - it
bothered them enough o call me night away,
It had been suggested that they phone the
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Mational Insurance Agency in Newcastle 1o
probe my finances. The BBC did not.

| pay these contributions by direct
debit and can easily prove | am up 1o date
Aside from which.my address is in almost
every book | have wriuenso the idea of the
government hunting me for years is mad,

The source of these calls gave a false
name. It was very carefully chosen io try 1o
implicate two well known UFOlogists with
whom il is common knowledge that | do not
see cye 1o eve. | do not believe either of them
was involved and whoever made this call had
a far more sinister motive in nund

When the BBC did not bite.the same
source tned again. Later that day they handed
over 0 a national tabloid newspaper with
several mullion readers a copy of my birth
certificate and mothers marriage ceruficate
and fed them a story about my privaic life
from 25 years ago. That story was only abaut
10% accurate.bul it was.of course.loo much
for the paper concerned (The Sunday Mirror)
1o resist doing a big piece aboul,

Unlike the BBC, the Mirror chased
leads everywhere and spoke with various
friends and colleagues 1o check out the truth
or otherwise of these rans-sexualism stories. It
has hardly been a big secret (it was in (ront of
5 million readers in the News of the World in
june 1994 when a sick UFOlogist sold it to
theml) The Mirror knew thisso their story
was no exclusive.

The Mirror tried to talk 10 mebut [
was at the hospital every day with my mother.
When [ found out what they were up (o [ red
desperately to stop them.even promising to
cooperaie fully with an interview if they
walted unul my mother came home, |
explained she was very sick and this story
could harm her recovery. Of course.the Mirror
told me they would think about my offer ' and
went ahead and published anyway - with a
story full of silly half truths and untruths and a
photograph which they got from somewhere
that I have still 10 ascentain,

Many have told me that they assumed
I 1ook the siory 10 the paper. Well 1 didn'l. The
last thing I wanted at that uime was to nsk my
mothers life (for it was that serious) and
whoever out there did this - be they pam of
some governmeni plot or an evil UFO maniac
with a cash payout in mind.will.l hope.one
day be exposed and be treated by the rest of
the UFO community in the way that such
people deserve.

I dont care what they say about
me.but when they hurt my famaly [ dont forget



After this atempt to destroy the
credibility of the programme life was hell for a
time. [ had to travel 25 miles a dav by bus to
the hospital with this big yarm alerting
evervone, The local press were even more
despicable because they knew how sick my
mother was and wilfully disregarded my pleas
that everyone im my mothers ward read their
paper and she could suffer. Yet the Blackpool
Evening Gazette published their laughable
version of the truth - with some truly priceless
nonsense inside. A shameless act.

Frankly,I do not care who knows
about my life all those years ago.if they really
think it has anvthing to do with this
documentary. What | do find unforgivable is
that someone - probably fully aware of my
mothers situation - chose to take this to the
media for their own reasons.

Whoever is behind this all.then they
know who they are and 1 hope they can live
with themselves. As such people probably
have no scrap of decency then no doubt they
can. But time brings vengence in strange ways
and they will get their come uppance,

Thankfully,although she did suffer a
medical sethack as a result of the trauma.my
mother pulled through with the aid of helpful
nurses and [riendly patients with whom she by
then had established a strong rapport.

However. il you ever get asked to
make a programme about UFOs do be mindful
of the wrath that you may be setting in
motion. Think about not only the powers that
be who might have the influence to do almost
anvthing to smear youwbut the perverse
jealousy that seems to inflict the UFO field
with such venom that someone could strike.

| do not say,don't do it.because we
have to press on and try to get the truth across
even il it costs us dearly to do so. But [ do say
remember that there are people who will not
want you to do what you may fe#| you must do
and tactics such as those described above are
sadly quite acceptable in this day and age.

In the next issue [ hope to present
more data on the cases covered in the
programme so we can try (o assess what might
have gotien someone out there so wound up.

Meantime,the BBC (without even
informing me) have already sold my
documentary to satellite and cable TV - ie The
Science-Fiction Channel (!) It appeared on
here (twice) on 16 July preceding the fine TV
movie about the Belty & Bamey Hill
abduction. [ suspect it will air againand no
doubt in other countries too.but watch listings
as | did .since [ doubt whether I'll be told!
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CASE NOTES

This is an opportunity to present one
or two peculiar slories that don't really fit as
'sightings', If you do have any ideas (o offer
about them let me know as investigators
presently seem 1o be at a loss with them.

Mever mind missing time cases - how
abuvut missing people?

A.a young woman from Manchester
who wishes anonymity,is puzzled by a series
of experiences which seem weird. In these she
literally disappears for a short period of time!

They have occurred hall a dozen
times since 1994 and involve other members
of her family who enter a room,walk around
and swear that she was not presenteven
though she was in their plain sight

More recent experiences have
occurred outside - eg in a crowded pub or
whilst walking with a friend. Understandably
A is petting quite disturbed by these
spontaneous vanishings, which never last more
than a couple of minutes.

I have come across one similar case
in the past (a one off on a mid Atlantic ship)
and noted abduciee Ros Reynolds reportedly
disappeared briefly from the view of a bus load
of passengers whom she was travelling with.

What A would like to know (and so
would [) is whether this odd sort of siory has
ever cropped up in your investigations?

Recently 1 was called by a woman
regarding her view of a fIying man in black!

The woman had contacted me
through writer Colin Wilson,whom she knew
indirectly via a bookshop where she works in a
Comish town.

The event was at 2200 on 4 June
1996 and involved an object drifting across the
near horizon for about two minutes. At first
she thought it was a 'sack’ floating on an air
current. She also ruled out other suggestions
of mine.which she had already thought of (eg
a man in gyrocopter whose frame was masked
against the skyline).

Apparently,the form seemed to be of
a small manabout 5 feet tallwith dark
Viclorian styvle clothing that Happed in the
wind.It was at twice rooflop height A dog
nearby saw it as well and stared with hackles
up as it passed silently across in aboit 2 mins.

My only other suggestion was that
some kind of novelty balloon or kite might
have been in use at a local fair but she seemed
unimpressed. Any thoughts?



Major artivles elsewhere

Two new magazines (o report. The
first is the neatly ntled Man in Black (£9 for
4 from 14 Gresham Rd Thornton-Cleveleys
Lancashire FY3 3EE). Iti's different.being
irreverant and at fimes amusing. Rerinds e
of old UFO Brigantia issues. Despite the title
it does not only cover UFO matters - although
proof that Mr Blobby is an alien is one piece
and the argument that Michael Jackson was
an alien baby is another! If you feef that the
paranormal has to be taken seriously, dont buy
this. If you feel UFQlogy needs a sort of
upmarker students rag mag,then its for yvou.

Certainly more sober is
Dragonwarch (£2 for | from 29 Ovingron
Terrace Llandafi’ Cardiff CF3 1GE). This is
the new publication of the Welsh UFO
Federation (WIFU). Judging first issues is
always tough. This looks good and has
potential, bul its content is understandably less
reflective of what is to come. There are
reports on Area jl,Zacharia Sitchin and his
visiting astronauts theory and a pro look at
Billy Meier. A way to go yet,but one 10 warch.

UFO Times Apr 96 With sub

BAM BUFORA London WCIN 3XX

The first issue in which Andy Roberts joins
Mike Wootten as co-editor.ll shows.A biting
editorial about how UFO investigators are
rubbish, The Mull text of the Manchester 'mid
air collision' (but no evidence it was a meteor -
as if 1o prove Andy's point applies to the CAA
as welll) Report on a covert screening of yet
another Roswell film saga (groan). Visually
this is a most impressive magazine. It will
surely get better and berter with Andy around.

Awareness 21/1 £9 for4 CONTACT UK
Box 23 Wheatley Oxon OX33 IFL
Fascinating questionnaire and its results
asking probing questions of group members
about their beliefs and attitudes 1o UFOlogy.

Naro Minded £8 for 4 from NARO

3 Paignion Drive Sale Manchester M33 5HJ
Issuc two of NAROs own magazine follows up
on siories from issue 1 (the Rochdale
poltergeist, Clatterbridge UFO etc) plus other
reports - eg a triangle over Old Trafford

OVNI May 1996 £12for 12 via PRA

94 The Circle Sinfin Derby DE24 9HR
More [ascinating flying triangles over the
South Pennines,
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UFO Nerwork £6 for 6 ffom UFO Network
88 Whincover Drive Leecs LSI23JT

Mew format for this Yorkshire based group.
May issue includes a fascinating photographic
case from Carleton Moor.an old UFO hotspot.

Trans-UFO £6 for 2 pay Eilecen Fleicher
Derwent Cottge Derwent Dam 530 240
This worthy mag translaies the best cases from
non-English UFO publicanons around Europe
{here including an elk mudlation  from
Scandinavia and an alien magnesium rod
given a witness duning a CE3 in Hungary),

IUFOPRA Apr 96

Box 3070 Whitehall Dublin 9 Eire

Mysiery explosions heard over [reland (not
applause at winning Eurovision - again!)

IUR Spring 1996 (CUFOS) 530 US for 6
2457 W Peterson Ave Chicago IL 60659

Jerry Clarke with an interesting retrospective
look ai the Joc Simonton alien pancake saga

MUFON Jowrmal $30 US for 12

103 Oldiowne Rd Seguin T\ 781554099
Mar:- A verv detailed destructive analysis of
the Sanulli film,including commenis by US
military cameramen on its non-validity... Apr:
- Full repont and photos on the implam
objects recently extracied from o abducices.

Annals 27 £7 for 4 to G Lovell

91 a High 5t Bangor Co Down BT20 5BD
Quite a change of pace - heavy UFO swuil
rather than its ternific mix of Fortean snips,

Dead of Night 8 No price again!

156 Bolton Rd E New Ferrv L62 4RY

Full of ghosts ghoulies and that Kind of stuff
but always has several pages of UFO
commentary by Jonathon Dillen that here
looks at military activity in the UK a fair bit.

Journal of Meteorology Mar 96 £28 for 10
34 Frome Rd Bradford on Avon BA15 ILD
Mew reports on ball loghtning including
analysis of a recent trace case from Russia.

Strange 16 £15.50 for 4 10 M.Chorvinsky
Box 2246 Rockville MD 20847 USA

Long look at the (hum) Roswell film.But lots
of other supernatural picces (00 Americas
Foniean Times and darned good.

Fate £2.30 in shops (529.50 US for 12)
Box 1940 Future Way Marion OH 41305
Interesting look at US black helicopter cases.



BOOKS OF THE MOMENT

High Strangeness

Vol 3 of the UFQ Encylopedia Project
Jerome Clark 1996  777pp $95 US
Omnigraphics Penobscot Bldg Detroit 48226

Long term readers of NUN will recall
my glowing reviews for the two previous
volumes in this project. Jerry has been working
on it pretty much full time for about 5 years
and to quite outstanding effect.

Vol 1 covered the [980's,Vol 2 the
period up to 1959 and this final part of the
trilogy takes us through the 60s and 70s.

Jerome Clark is editor of the
International UFO Reporter and a very good
commentator and archivist He scored a
UFOlogists dream ticket when a highly
respected academic  publisher paid him
enough money to carry out the monumental
task of producing this definitive UFQ
enclyopedia.

Of course.he could still very casily
have made a hash of itbut [ am glad to say he
certainly did not. The painstaking effort that
has gone into this mammoth three book
venture has undoubtedly created a real UFQ
classic that is unlikely to be surpassed.

The one problem is that this is not
intended as a mass market book. Production is
spartan (ie few illustrations and a robust
purple cover that is identical for all three
editions). As such the price (around £60 for
this edition - a little less for each of the other
two) might require a rich uncle or a lotery
win. But make no mistake - if you can find the
£150 or so to treat yourself you wont regret it.
These are books to keep and use and the 1600

large size pages in total are crammed with
information to be refered to for years to come.

A cheaper paperback version has
appeared of earlier editions and more will
followbut you lose something in the
transiation. [ doubt anyone will ever write a
one-off encylopedia that comes close to
matching the power of these three texts.

As in the frst two books High
Strangeness  covers about 90 topics in
alphabetical order. These range over people,
major cases key events and so on. Each article
varies from a page to mini-book length and
seems to be superbly researched and always
accompanied by  voluminous references.
There is nothing skimpy about this work.thats
for sure. The lorg section on CE3 cases
during these two decades has.for instance, well

. over 300 separate references |
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There is also a cummulative index
and delailed bibliography for all  three
volumes. This new book is indispensible for
these alone - the former running to over 30
pages and the latter to more than 1301

Almost everywhere you look in this
treasure trove of UFOlogy there are things you
will not know - little facts that the author has
uncovered from obscure sources during his
quest for information. It is impossible to
understate how invaluable these books are to
any serious researcher. If you want to know
something and be sure of getting the definitive
insight then I have found from my experience
with these books that it is very unlikely that
they will not be the best place you should tum.

Jerry is now lo go back and start
work updating the first volume for a future
edition. If [ were you I would start work on
saving the pennies to get hold of one of the
most important UFQ writing projects ever put
logether.

For more information you can phone
Omnigraphics in the USA on 313-961-1340 or
fax on 313-961-1383.

One Step Beyond by Elsie Oakensen
Regency Press, (996 203 pp £7.50

Here is a very unassuming book that
1s no less captivating for that. Written by one
of Britain's best known close encounter
witnesses.with many media appearances and
public lectures behind her.it represents a
novelty for the UK market - a first hand
account by a proto alicn abductee,

There will be those who will
challenge this description. Elsie recalls no
clear kidnap by greys with the familiar
medical examination. Indeed her 'missing
time’ is short and her memory of it decidely
sketchy. But that is not the strength of her
story - which is a no nonsense,straightforward
retelling of her unique perspective. The
existence of a set of independent witnesses 1o
partially confirm her encounter further
clevates its importance as a piece of evidence,

MNonetheless.for me much more
fascinating is Elsie’s account of her journey
after the sighting into the spotlight of media
and UFQ stardom.dealing with diverse UFQ
idealogies and acting out the part of pet
witness for chat shows. Then there is her
‘transformaticn’ into an ESP world of healing,

We too often forget the importance of
the witnesses used by us to form our theories,
Rightly Elsie will not let you do that This
book provides a most illumimating cold bath.



Past Lives, Future Lives by Jenny Cockell
Piatkus Books,1996 168pp £9.99

Three years ago this
Northamptonshire woman published her book
"Yesterdays  Children' relating  her  lifelong
quest to seek oul the truth behind a past life
memory. Through this she became reunited
with her children from an Irish existence
which ended tragicaily some 60 years ago.

The amazing sight of a family get
together between a mother now half the age of
her own surviving children guarantced the
book was a huge giobal hit. Jenny still crops
up on TV shows about the paranormal and ber
appearance on the pilot of "Strange but True?
was a key reason in the progress of that series.

Right from the start 1 recall Jenny
lelling me (indeed I mentioned this in my
NUN review) that she had begun an even
weirder quest - to find ber future selves and
children. [ expressed reservations as 10 how
this might effect the sirong credibility that her
past life story undoubtedly possessed.

That sequel (surprisingly not called
‘Tomorrows Children’) has taken a while 1o
arnve fuelled]l  thinkby Jenny's  great
difficulty in producing cvidence (hat cven
approaches ihe ‘confirmations’ that ook her
first book from a wild yarn oward the status
of a belicvable account. Afier all finding
children that may sull be alive is rather
different from tracing details about a person
who might not be born for another 200 years!
If you publish a description of life in the far
future of Nepal what can you possibly do to
prove that it is anything other than vivid
imagination?

[ recall putting Jenny in touch with
some (such as Andy Collins) who had
researched 'progression hypnosis' -ie urning
the usual UFO methodology on its head and
taking a witness into the future, rather than the
past.to seek oul memories (if memories of the
future arc anything other than a contradiction
in lerms). But those expeniments were not all
that successful,as [ recalland dont find their
way into this book.

So what do we have? I'm not really
sure. There's curiosity value in seeing Jeany
try 1o place her future lives in some sort of
conlext but really thats about it

From a UFOlogical perspective it is
worth looking at the comparisons offered by
clues about Jenny as a person and of known
abductees There are some. That may prove the
real value of this book - which | found
inieresting, but ultimaiely rather dissatisfying.
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Souvenir Press have begun a series
of reprints from 25 jyears ago entitled
‘Mysteries of the Universe'. Two early
examples are from Charles Berlitz (viz
‘Mysteries from Forgotten Worlds' - a sort of
ancient astronauts tome - and his bestseller
'The Bermuda Triangle'). Bok have been
outmoded by more recent research (eg Larry
Kusche's well reasoned destruction of much
of the evidence for the Triangle). In many
ways its a pity that Souvenir do not include
in this new series some of the more vbjective
long out of print books abour UFOs and the
paranormal which would be very welcome to
see aguinbut I guess the idea is to cash in
with sure fire best sellers aimed at a new
generution. Both these books cost £6.99 in B
Jormat softback and doat least, give an
insight into how much published writings
about the paranormal have improved during
the pasi quarter century (or,no doubt some
will say,how much they have not!)

Coming Literary Attractions

Books in the offing include Peter
Brookesmith with a large format book about
UFOs:The government files from Blandford in
the autumn. He seems (o promise to expose
some sloppy research and is also working on a
large jormat ‘history of UFOs' bovk for the
same publisher for 1997, This is alongside
Paul Devereux.

Blandford will also be bringing out
sometime next spring a book by Peter flough
and Dr Moisha Kalman looking at their alien
abduction hypnosis experiments. Nick Pope is
also believed to have an abduction book
coming in 1997 possibly explaining why his
own first-hand Florida ‘abduction’ story has
been iaken our of '‘Open Skies,Closed Minds'
(it being in the proof version [ read lasi
winter).

Peter Hough and [ have a book
published shorily by Piatkus which was
entitled "Postcards from Heaven' (but has
been changed - at the bookelubs request - to
the ever so snappy - "Life ajier death and the
world bevond')groan). As you can tell it is not
about UFOs at all;although | am currenily
writing a UFOQ book for 1997 which ' tell
you abour when [ know how the research
concludes and the writing has gone.

Finally,theres 1o be no book of this
vears Sirange but True?' TV series. Partly
duce to my unavalability in the Spring through
my mothers long illness,vther factors cropped
up that are best left unsard right now.



More Welsh Wonders
Tnvestigations by Margaret Fry

Case 9447 Flping Triangle took
place on 13 August 1994 at 2305 The D
family (Mrs D plus three adult children aged
I9 to 21) were in their house at
Denbigh.Clwyd.along with three Ffamily
friends when an object bezan to approach,

All seven witnesses went outside and
using binoculars observed as a well lit
triangular object fMlew directly overhead. Nt
made no sound at all. Margaret did not visit
the site but spoke to eavh witness individually
on the phone two days later.

In case 9448 The Phantom Plane C
{aged 34) and a work colleague R (aged 22)
were  driving om  the A483  near
Gresford, Clwyd at 08.45 on 25 October 1994,

Suddenly they spotted a small silvery
oval like a small plane moving quickly
towards the east It then tumed NE and
remained in view for a further minute but was
lost when they passed throngh some trees

Around this time Margaret was
receiving various stories about a ‘phantom
plane' in the Cefn Mawr area near Wrexham.
This took the form of a large,unmarked black
Hercules type troop transporter which would
suddenly appear near ground level and then
disappear in mid flight. Because of the
frequency of occurrence the name ‘phantom
plane’ stuck amongst the locals. RAF Valley
and Hawarden airfield both denied any
knowledge of its various flights.

Margaret recalls that she saw it with
her husband three times in 1987/1988 when the
stories first began. It was flying extremely low
* (at one time her hushand swerved - thinking it
was a car coming up beside himl). A couple
walking their dog on the beach at Pensarn had
it buzz right over them.

The earlier wave of activity ended in
1988 when many villagers at Llangermyw -
including parents and children at a local
school - saw the old rusty unmarked aircraft
fly very low over the village at 15.00,
scaltering everyone in ils path. It touched a
treethen dipped into the valley,before
swopoping up and climbing over the distant
hills.

There were infuriated calls to the
MoD.who denied that this was one of
theirs.saying no aircraft would be allowed to
flv in the condition described.

UFOlogy has had numerous
miysterious black helicopter cases.of course.
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Case 449 Blurred light was at Rhyl
on 10 October 1990 and involved a smnll
group at the home of Mr and Mrs R. Several
witnesses reported 2 blurred  white light
travelling too slowly and consistently for an
aircraft

It was 19.20 and so dark.but the light
was thought too low to be a smellite.lt
disappeared suddenly,

Case 9450 White light was a
sighting by Margaret herself in Llangernyw at
19.30 on 17 October 1994, MF was out on her
own when she spotted a white light in the sky
over the mountains. She comments;This is
only the second time in my life when [ have
been entircly alone when watching a UFO. |
was joly glad it was fairly high up in in the
sky.*

Case 9451 Meoonraker was on 21
Movember 1994 at 19.10 when MF and her
husband were at Kinmel Bay picking up a
friend to go lo a parapsychology class.

They noticed a well lit area that they
first assumed was part of the Christmas
illuminations on Rhvl sea fromt. As they
crossed the harbour bridge into Rhyl it was
seen as a large difuse area of orange light,

They drove along the seafront lo
investigate and saw that the object was in the
sky over Splash Point This is a very busy area
during the summer holiday rush but was dark
and uninviting in winter. Mr F was not keen
on investigating,despite Margaret yelling at
him that the sphere was coming after them!

The three now watched as the object
receded out 1o sea as a large dull orange mass
- like a beehive which was ten times the size
of the full moon.

It has been sugpgested 10 MF that this
object was the rising moon (which was preity
full and low on the horizon at the time). This
could have been subjected to distortion effects
through low level mist as well as the common
illusion which makes it appear much larger
when near to the horizon (paradoxically it is
actually slightly lurther away and this is an
effect purely caused by human perception).

MF secems unpersuaded that this is
the answer_saying that it was not scen at first
near the sea but was rising over the sea when
finally watched as they left the car lo go to
their meeting. Mr F sat in the car park during
their meeting listening to the radio and did
not waich the object deparn.

Margaret weuld like 10 know the
opinions of other UFOlogists on this case.
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Welsh Murilations:

Margarct Fry also reporis on some
animal mitilation phenomena that  were
described to her on 9 October 1994.

A farmer at Penryn Bay,Clwyd
discovered two pregnant sheep with their
heads cut off and forelegs missing but without
any sign of blood.

A week later.on 16 October.a farmer
at Llandillos had his sheep attacked in the
middle of the night. When he got to the scene
he found five Scottish blackfaces with a neat
hole in their heads and stomach slit,but again
no troce of any blood.

MF says il is a pity that UFOlogists
do not take mutilalion cases sericusly in this
country. She adds that in laie summer 1994
there were 14 repons of crop ciccles in the
Clwyd/Cheshire border region and wonders if
there could be a connection here?

Next issue we start a new series of reporis
Srom Margaret looking into 1995 cases from
this most active region. Given her poor healih
I must express my thanks for this continued
stream of investigations.

BRIEF CASES

9602 12 January 1996
Kirby, Knowsley Merseyside 22.05

Mr M (a iechnician) was with a
collcague driving through the town when they
saw a large sphere about a quarter mile away
and at 1000 feet in height. It seemed
stationary and then accelerated diagonally
upwards disappeaning through clouds at
astonishing speed They reversed the car 1o try
{0 see the object again but it did not reappear.

Investigation:- byAmthony Eccles (MARA)
Jound the following weather conditions via
Bidston - Wind SE turning at 15 knts - warm
with above average humidity.Liverpool ATC
confirm that a helicopter was airborne and
could have been over Kirby {no radar link).
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9603 20 February 1996
Bolton, Lancashire 23.30

A Mr A reponied via Jodrell that he
was walking alongside a park when two very
bright lights - one red and one blue - dived
from the sky at great speed. They were visible
for only a second or two.

Investigation: - by Roy Sandbach.concluded
that there was considerable meteor activity in
the sky at the time and this sighting was
probably caused by such an event. Witness
was very shaken even days later.

Munchester mid-air encounter revisited?
9605 26 February 1996
Edinburgh,Scotland 15,43

Easyjet Flight 141A (a Boeing 737)
was at 31,000 feet about to descend (owards
Aberdeen when the pilot called ATC; - 'We'd
like 1o report something going past us at this
lime - bright green dripping fire - travelling
faster than us - probably missile/space junk or
a UFO." According to the radio contact ATC
then said that they had picked up nothing on
radar and the pilot further noted:'lt bumnt out
Just afier 1 passed us or stopped illuminating -
it might have been a meteorite (sic) but I've
pever seen one that bright in daytime'ATC
advised the air crew 10 make a report 10 their
watch supervisor at Prestwick upon landing,

Investigation:- this message was taped live by
James Sneddon.who concurred with the
meteor/space junk theory and wonders what
the media publicity could have been like had
this happened in darkness. The sighting would
have taken on far more vividity and it seemns
likely the crew might have feared a collision
as the glow stood out against the black sky.
The similarity with the Manchester British
Airways case from January 1995 is for me
worth noting as I believe (and have said in
NUN) UFOlogisis worldwide haove made a
serious mistake by over-siressing that case -
articles on il have appeared in neariv every
major UFOQ magazine - from [nternanonal
UFO Reporter to UFO Times (withowt hint of
the strong possibility that the Manchester
UFO was a meteor). This new case certainly
was a meleor/space junk because Roy
Sandbach investigated a sighting via Jodrell
reported by Mr D from Bolton (200 miles
south) at about the same time. His ‘brilliant
yellow light’ that shot between clouds must
surely have been the same fireball meteor.



9606 6 March 1996
Wavermree, Liverpool 07.45

Mr E (an engineer) was travelling to
work when he spotted an object like a cigar
with a dome on top and a green light at the
rear. It was silvery metallic and was moving
slowly northwards. Afler a short time it turned
through 90 degrees and headed toward the
east. It then gradually moved away,

-
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Investigation:- by Anthony Fecles (AMARA)
Jound that Bidston weather indicated a clear
day with scattered cloud and a light north-
easteriv wind. Manchester Airport advised
that they had no aircraf® in the vicinity. [t is
not clear whether attempts were moade o
discover an airshipblimp, This was a
Wednesday. Was there a major football maich
in the area? The description is rather
reminiscent of an airship which are being
used increasingly in the UK to cover televised
games. Unfortunately,it s probably too late to
check - aithough a football fam out there
might be able to establish if a match was on.

2607 3 Mayv 1996
Wallasey, Wirral  10.20

Mrs G described how an aircraft
passed over and attracted her attention to a
'star’ high in the sky above the
promenade,which was then covered over by
cloud. A few minutes later it renppeared.still
stationary. It seemed to fash every few
scconds. Mrs G pointed it out to others who
came down the street but nobody was really
interested as it did not seem to be doing
anything. After about 10 minutes she got fed
up and went inside. Returning around 10
minutes later she could not see it all. Later
that day she reported the matter to Jodrell.

Investigation: [ took the call and suspected
the explanation as a weather balloon.
Manchester ATC confirmed release points for
balloons (closest being Aughton near
Ormskirk - which did not fit weather patterns
that day). However,the near stationary
motion.great keight and "flashing’ (the balloon
was probably turning and catching sunlight)
_ suggests it was launched some distance away
and hours before - possibly from [reland,
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From here to Alpha Centauri

After publication of 'Star Children' |
got many reports worthy of investigation:
although often the witness was reluctant to
cooperale. A wrote from a mid Lancashire
lown.very wary.asking me many questions and
unwilling to say very much. Eventually he
agreed to tell me a little about his encounters.

The first event was late one night
when he saw Someone or something go past
my bedroom deor’, He went to the bathroom to
investigate,but nobody was there or on the
landing However.on returning to his bedroom
a small being was sat on his bed.

The being was human like but child
sized in stature. Unafraid A went up 1o the
being and said "hello’ but got no answer.So he
then explained he would tum on the light. At
which the entity said 'Ne need 1o use the
switch son’ and promptly pointed a digit at the
light. The bulb glowedbut the switch
remained in the off position. In explanation
the alien merely reported:'You are one of the
chosen. You will know thow) in time.'

Gradually. A told me more about his
reputed future contacts (which seemed to be at
a subconscious level).He claimed the beings
flew in craft that used ‘recycled electricity’ in a
way beyond our comprchension. They are
17,000 vears more advanced and come from
the alpha centauri star system. A regaled me
with information about the proxima system of
this 'triple star'. He claims there are '7 spheres'
there and only one has satellites (the third
inward) . This is the home of the visitors. He
gave a description (36% land,64% water etc).

In situations such as this where the
witness (or contactee as he called himself)
likes to babble but does not want to be
investigated,what can an investigator dof
Take his story at its word.perhaps? Treat it
with obvious cautionnoting the child like
words and story clements? All will react
differently,of course,but no full judgement can
ever be possible in these circumstances.

All you can do is look for clues in the
story - A's UFO knowledge, for instance citing
various booksshooting down the sceptical
writers (eg Andy Roberts) or hinting that
others (eg Budd Hopking) would love to hear
from him,

But what would you make of the clue
when A finally decided to give the name of the
alien world. He says it means 'love and peace
everyhere and forever’ and is called Afoni, Say
this phonetically and ask if his subconscious
mind might not be trving 1o tell A something.









